CHAPTER V
THE FAMILY FRAMEWORK

If the first lesson in sex education for the early
grades is the guidance and development of the
emotional aspects of the sexual forces in balance
with other primary drives, the second is the build-
ing of a framework of family life within which the
psychic forces may operate and find anchorage.

Children give evidence of a spontaneous inter-
est in this framework of family life when their
questionings search out the beginnings of their
own attachment to it. "Where was I when you
and Father were married, Mother?" "Where was I
when you were a little girl?" They have a strong
sense of family solidarity, "You belong to us, don't
you, Grandmother?" Toward animals living within
the shelter and protection of the home, the same
inclusive feeling attaches, and with very little chil-
dren, the family circle is enlarged still more to
include their dolls and doll babies.

In such a domestic setting, a sex education fam-
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